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The need 
fora 
radical 
change of 
theory 


serts the existence of a-physi 


here,” categorical statement (of sheer fact); but the 
pres hon epee into which it is reduced are hy- 
pothetical: ye this direction, I shall see a brown, 
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statements. The physic 


jo categorical statement, however, 
ie f meaning into. hypothetical 
t statement categarically as- 
1 obj bject. The’ phenomenalist 
t reply that the sentence “I now*see a brown patch” is 
categorical statement ing 18 nonetheless phenomenalist. 
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and H.H. Price, in particular) in the decades: between tha 





world wars. Their approach was from the Empiricist angle, 


and, inespite of protests from Realists, the sense-datum 
theo: ponds to dominate the scene until adherents of 
the tl it difficult to silence the critics’ who held 
that the theag id out complete assurance-t nt 
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been p le; hence, pfNJosophers have tended to turn to 
other préblems. The oni -development-hes-been that of 
phenomenalism, but, as q Ne seen, it too has faileg, to 
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that onlegnind-dependeh objects exist, gppears to vainy db 


philosophers to conflict with man’s assurance of the exis- 
tence of thdependent physical objects, the very same assur- 
ance that beclouds the sense-datum theory and phenom- 
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‘nevet,attain complete certainty. Complet@@ertainty must 


aen be further considered. The traditiqnal Rationalist 
tts that rhan gains complete certainty in the exercise 
“Yhe faculty of reason; reason can previde him with 
absolute, truth, at least in those areas in whith it is free to 
functioni»Lt does not and cannot mislead, asthe senses do; 
it in no way rests.on sense. perception. It is positive and 
tas not itself inferen- 
ic to inference. It 
: #ble and infallible 
knowledge—i.e., kno ledge of what is necessary. 
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